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Preface 

Copyrights and Trademarks 
This documentation contains proprietary information of Hunter Associates Laboratory, Inc. Its 
reproduction, in whole or in part, without express written consent of Hunter Associates 
Laboratory, Inc. is prohibited. 

EasyMatch, Agera, Vista, and ColorFlex are registered trademarks of Hunter Associates 
Laboratory, Inc. 

Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and other 
countries. 

Safety Notes 
For your safety when using your color measurement equipment, you should pay attention 
to the following types of statements in the hardware section of this User’s Manual.  Each 
description is shown in its representative typeface.  

 
Caution: If the equipment is used in a manner not specified by HunterLab, 

the overall safety and protection provided by the equipment may be 

impaired. The instrument is for indoor use only and not suitable for a wet 

location. 

 
For your safety when using HunterLab instruments, you should pay attention to the following 
types of statements in this User’s Manual:  

▪ General safety instruction that should be observed at all times while operating 
the instrument. 

▪ Specific safety instruction critical to the type of instrument operation being 
explained in the manual where the caution appears. 

▪ Use of this equipment in a manner not specified by the manufacturer may impair 
the protection afforded by the equipment. 

▪ Danger of electric shock if liquids are spilled and fire if volatile or flammable 
liquids are spilled. Use care when measuring liquid samples. 
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Legal Disclaimers: Instrumental – Visual Evaluation 

The HunterLab Colorimetric Spectrophotometers are designed for precision color and 
appearance measurement. Each instrument measures numerical color and related data in 
absolute and relative terms. HunterLab cannot guarantee the accuracy, completeness, efficacy 
and timeliness of the data due to inherent uncertainties in instrumental readings, variations in 
sample presentation, and potential inconsistencies in human color perception. It is strongly 
advised that each user verify the instrumental data with meticulous visual evaluation. 

Disclaimer of Liability: Utilization of Data, Metadata and Information 

Hunter Associates Laboratory, Inc (including its employees, agents and assignees) assumes no 
responsibility for consequences from the use of the data derived from its spectro-colorimeters 
or from the information contained herein or in any respect for the content of such information 
including but not limited to errors or omissions, the accuracy or reasonableness of factual or 
scientific assumptions, studies or conclusions, the defamatory nature of statements, ownership 
of copyright or other intellectual property rights and the violation of property, privacy or 
personal rights of others. Hunter Associates Laboratory, Inc. is not responsible for and expressly 
disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, reference to or reliance on such 
data and/or information. No guarantees or warranties, including but not limited to any express 
or implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for any particular use or purpose made by 
Hunter Associates Laboratory, Inc. with respect to such data and/or information. 
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Overview 
EasyGroup is a tool used to automatically group and taper color samples based on their color 
differences. Its purpose is to organize samples into groups with similar color values and 
determine an optimal sequence, or tapering order, that minimizes visible variation between 
adjacent samples. 

Grouping clusters samples that are close in color, while tapering arranges samples within each 
group in a sequence that minimizes color difference between neighboring samples. This 
approach helps maximize usable material while maintaining visual consistency. In the current 
software generation, grouping and tapering are performed together as a single EasyGroup 
operation. 

How EasyGroup Works 
EasyGroup uses the color differences between samples to determine which samples belong 
together and how they should be arranged within each group. It first identifies samples that are 
close enough in color to meet the current EasyGroup settings, then places similar samples into 
the same group. After the groups are formed, EasyGroup determines a tapering order within 
each group to reduce visible color changes between neighboring samples and create a 
smoother visual progression. If a sample does not meet the required criteria, it may be shown 
as Ungrouped or Failed. As a result, EasyGroup not only identifies which samples belong in the 
same group but also provides the recommended order of samples within each group.  

EasyGroup in Essentials L2 
EasyGroup settings are configured and managed in Essentials L2. These settings determine how 
samples are grouped and tapered within a workspace.  
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Getting Started with EasyGroup in Essentials L2 
When EasyGroup is ordered, a flash drive is provided. The flash drive includes the EasyGroup 
license required for activation in Essentials L2, as well as the EasyGroup Supplement Manual. 

Activate the Easy Group License. Insert the flash drive containing the EasyGroup license into a 
USB port of the instrument. The EasyGroup activation dialog will appear automatically. Tap 
ENABLE to activate the EasyGroup feature.  

Figure 1. Activate Easy Group 

Create a Workspace. Tap the Workspace icon at the bottom-right corner of the screen, then tap 
+ in the Workspace dialog to add a new workspace. In the Edit Workspace dialog, configure the 
workspace as needed, including the standardization mode, standard target, and other 
workspace parameters. After the workspace is saved, it will open and display on the screen. 

To configure EasyGroup parameters for the workspace, tap the Workspace icon again, select the 
workspace, and tap EasyGroup. 

Figure 2. Workspace > Easy Group 

You can then review and adjust the EasyGroup settings.  
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Typical EasyGroup Parameters 
• dE CMC max (standard): Maximum allowed color difference between a sample and the 

standard  

• dE CMC max (avg all): Maximum allowed color difference between a sample and the 
average of all samples  

• dE CMC max (group): Maximum allowed color difference between samples within the 
same group 

• Minimum Group Size: Minimum number of samples required to form a group  

• L/C ratio: Ratio used in the dE CMC color difference calculation 

• These parameters control how the EasyGroup algorithm determines group membership 
and tapering order. 

• After configuration, the settings are saved with the workspace. 

Figure 3. EasyGroup Settings 
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Run EasyGroup in Essentials L2 
Open a job containing color samples, tap the Workspace icon, select the current workspace, 
and tap EASYGROUP. When the EasyGroup dialog opens, review the settings and, if needed, 
select a different job within the same workspace. Tap RUN EASYGROUP to begin the analysis. 

Figure 4. Run EasyGroup in Essentials L2 

The system processes all samples in the job using the configured settings and automatically 
performs both grouping and tapering. An EasyGroup field will appear in the view showing the 
analysis results. If the results are acceptable, tap SAVE to store the EasyGroup result in the job. 
If not, tap CANCEL to return to the EasyGroup dialog, adjust the settings, and run EasyGroup 
again. Each time EasyGroup is run, the grouping and tapering results for the job are recalculated 
based on the current EasyGroup settings. Tap Save to replace the previous EasyGroup results 
with the new results.  

Figure 5. Easy Group Results in Essentials L2 



EasyGroup Supplemental Manual for EasyMatch Essentials L2/Quality Central v 2.0 
 

9 

Viewing Results in Essentials L2 
After the EasyGroup result is saved, edit the Color Data Table view and enable EasyGroup in the 
Indices tab. 

 
Figure 6. Color Data Table Indices in Essentials L2 

A new EasyGroup column will then appear in the Color Data Table, displaying the group ID and 
tapering order for each sample in the format Group/Order. For example, A/1 indicates the first 
sample in Group A, while B/4 indicates the fourth sample in Group B. 

A sample may also show one of the following special result statuses: 

Ungrouped: The sample meets the dE CMC tolerances for the standard and the average of all 
samples but cannot be placed into any group.  

Failed: The sample fails one or more dE CMC tolerance requirements for the standard or 
average.  

Figure 7. Easy Group Results in Essentials L2 
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Essentials L2 2026.5 and above includes a dedicated EasyGroup View. The EasyGroup View 

provides a graphical display of grouped and tapered measurements so results can be reviewed 

visually in the same workspace. 

 
Figure 8. EasyGroup View in Essentials L2 
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EasyGroup in Quality Central 
To use Quality Central, the Quality Central license must first be activated through Essentials L2 
on the instrument. Once the EasyGroup feature is enabled in Essentials L2, it is automatically 
available for the corresponding sensor in Quality Central. 

Quality Central uses the EasyGroup configuration defined in Essentials L2. EasyGroup settings 
cannot currently be edited in Quality Central.  

EasyGroup analysis performed in Quality Central will be saved back to the Essentials L2 job. 

Run EasyGroup in Quality Central 
Connect Quality Central and the instrument to the same network, then locate the instrument in 
the instrument list. Open the job within the workspace and select the samples to analyze. 
Unlike Essentials L2, which processes all samples in the job, Quality Central allows EasyGroup to 
run on selected samples only. Click RUN EASYGROUP to apply the EasyGroup settings saved in 
Essentials L2. For unselected samples in the job, the EasyGroup column will be labeled as “--". 
Each time EasyGroup is run, the grouping and tapering results for the job are recalculated based 
on the current EasyGroup settings. Click SAVE to store the EasyGroup results in the Quality 
Central job.  

Figure 9. Easy Group Results in Quality Central 
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Viewing Results in Quality Central 
Once EasyGroup results are saved into the job, open the Color Data Table view of this job. If the 
view is not already present, add it first. Then right-click on Color Data Table and select EDIT 
VIEW. Open the INDICES tab and check EASYGROUP.  

Figure 10. Edit View for Color Data Table in Quality Central 

Figure 11. Easy Group Column in Quality Central 

A new EasyGroup column will appear in the Color Data Table view and display the assigned 
group and tapering order for each processed sample. The result format is shown as 
Group/Order, for example: 
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• A/1, A/2, A/3  

• B/1, B/2  

The letter represents the assigned group, and the number represents the tapering order within 
that group.  

Some samples may display special result statuses: 

• Ungrouped – The sample meets tolerance requirements but cannot be placed into a 
valid group.  

• Failed – The sample does not meet one or more EasyGroup tolerance requirements. 

Figure 12. Easy Group Results in Quality Central  

 



EasyGroup Supplemental Manual for EasyMatch Essentials L2/Quality Central v 2.0 
 

14 

EasyGroup View in Quality Central 
Quality Central 2026.5 and above includes a dedicated EasyGroup View. The EasyGroup View 

provides a graphical display of grouped and tapered measurements so results can be reviewed 

visually in the same workspace. 

After running EasyGroup, click + in the view area and select EasyGroup to add the view. The 

EasyGroup View plots Lightness (L*) versus Chroma (C*) and displays samples by group and 

tapering order. Lines connect samples within a group to show the tapering sequence. Hover 

over a point to view details including the sample name, assigned group, order, L*, and C*. 

 

Figure 12. EasyGroup View in Quality Central 
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